Biotransformation and toxicity of intravenous anesthetics.
Metabolism is less important than redistribution as a factor influencing recovery from intravenous barbiturates, but it plays a more important part than was once thought. In contrast with inhalational agents the metabolites of intravenous anesthetics are not the cause of their side effects. The recent reports of hypersensitivity reactions are serious; they show reactions which could be attributable to histamine release and the histaminoid response may be accompanied by bronchospasm. A retrospective analysis of 70 patients suggests that they are more likely to occur in patients with a history of allergy or drug sensitivity or the prior administration of the same drug. The situation is particularly serious in the case of Althesin but it can occur with all drugs.